Theme: The settlement of the Anglo-Saxons and Scots  
Intended Year Group: Y5

Term: Summer 1
	Lesson Objectives
	Activities including differentiation
	AfL

I can statements

	
	Enquiry Question/Statement: Did Britain benefit from the settlement of the Anglo-Saxons and Scots more than the Romans?
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Identifying the settlement of different people in Britain
	What does the word ‘settlement’ mean and what has that looked like in Britain?
Constructing the past
Starter 
Show the picture of the Romans in ‘A Street Through Time’ (Buy on Amazon here)  and ask the children to note down as many things as they can remember about life in Britain under the Romans:
Roads, coins, new buildings, aqueducts, public baths, central heating, towns/cities, Latin, writing, trade, empire, entertainment etc.

Share these with the class and highlight some of the major elements that ‘improved’ Britain such as roads, coins, towns/cities, aqueducts etc. 

Main

Look at the enquiry framework to establish the overarching question and look at the sequence of lessons. Explain that we will be continually looking back at the Roman Britain as a benchmark of success for the Anglo-Saxons and Scots in Britain. In particular, highlight the word ‘settlement’ as one of the most important elements of the unit.
Ask the children what ‘settlement’ means: people who live in an area for a sustained period of time and form a community. Ask them what ‘settlement’ looked like in Stone Age Britain (small groups of nomadic hunter-gatherers and then farmers); Bronze Age (larger groups of people forming communities); Iron Age (people living in larger groups and making defensive structures like hill forts). Now ask if the Romans ever settled in Britain and who were the main types of ‘Romans’ that came to Britain? Establish that Britain was a part of the Roman Empire and they sent lots of soldiers to defend it. What do they think happened to most of the soldiers if other parts of the empire was attacked? They were sent away and lived somewhere else. So does that mean that the Romans ‘settled’ in Britain? Most people in Britain BEFORE the Romans would have been born, lived and died in here, whereas under the Romans, this was probably not the case. Although we know that lots of the south became ‘Roman’ and liked Roman ways of doing things, large groups of Romans from Italy didn’t settle in Britain. Explain that this will be important when we look at the next part of the lesson.
Mini task

Complete the crib sheet about the Roman ‘settlement’ of Britain.
Main

Thinking back to the starter about Roman Britain, now show the next page, The Invaders, and ask them which parts of the Romans they can still see? Highlight the ruins of the temple, the amphitheatre, the fort and how the street has lost its stone buildings, multiple floors and multiple rooms. What does this suggest about the people who came AFTER the Romans? Did they like what the Romans had done? Does it suggest that much of Roman life continued in Britain once they had left around AD410? Explain that the people who came after the Romans were the Anglo-Saxons and they didn’t really like much of the Roman ways of life. They believed that the Romans must have had ‘giants’ to have built such enormous buildings and were scared of these buildings. This will be important in future lessons when looking at Anglo-Saxon identity and formation of the lands, particularly in the next unit when looking at the Anglo-Saxons defending their lands against the Vikings.
Task
Children to use the picture of ‘The Invaders’ from ‘A Street Through Time’ and comment on the things that they can see have changed from Roman Britain as mentioned above – stone buildings have gone; forts abandoned; temples abandoned; smaller settlements; moved back to farming; more use of wood etc.
Children to then state whether they think the Roman control of Britain had much of a lasting impact – ‘Life looks completely different, so I don’t think the Romans had that much of a lasting impact on Britain when they left. People moved back to wooden houses, living in small groups and this looks more like the Iron Age than life AFTER the Romans.’
SEND: Children to pick one or two aspects from the picture and suggest how these things changed from the Romans in Britain. They could have a picture of the Roman street and the Anglo-Saxon street to help make direct comparisons. 
Challenge: Children look at the timeline in the classroom and note how close or distant the Anglo-Saxons were from the Greeks (previously learned) and whether they think the Anglo-Saxons were as advanced as the Greeks or not simply by looking at this picture.
Plenary

Children feed back their answers. Use this information to respond to the enquiry framework and the overarching question – does it look like Britain benefited from the Romans leaving? Most children will think ‘no’ at this moment and this will be important when considering what the Anglo-Saxons and Scots did for Britain in later lessons.

	I can identify ‘settlement’ in context
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To identify the key features of Anglo-Saxon and Scot chronology

	When did the Anglo-Saxons and Scots settle in Britain?
Chronology

Starter 

Show the picture of The Invaders again and recap on what happened when the Romans left Britain and what remained of their buildings. Do they think that this was progress or a step backwards? When the Romans left, do they think that the identity of the Romans remained? This is an important question that will be built on later in the unit.
Main

Look at the enquiry framework and locate today’s lesson and the concepts involved.

Explain that we are now going to use our timeline to help understand when the Anglo-Saxons and Scots settled in Britain and how that happened. First, look at the start and end dates, also noting how the Vikings overlap on top – what does this suggest? Now highlight how the last of the Romans left Britain around AD410. Explain that this had actually been a gradual process and troops had been leaving for a number of years before this, but the last remaining Roman troops finally left in AD410. So why had they been leaving? Although the Anglo-Saxon part of the timeline starts around AD450, they had actually been raiding and invading Britain much earlier. Show the picture of the Anglo-Saxon raids as well as the Picts in the north and the Scotti group from Ireland attacking parts of Wales and what is now Scotland. The Romans decided that it wasn’t worth defending and so they started to leave.
Do they notice the small gap in the timeline between Roman Britain and the Anglo-Saxons? What do they think that means? Handout the note sheets (resources) individually or in pairs as prompts and show the video:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xwPVk72GLfY
In the settings (cog), turn the playback speed down to 0.75 to make it easier to control. Head to around 0:55 and establish England and Wales under Roman control. Pause it at the year 410 and ask them what they think happens (Romans leave and England is split back into groups just like in the Iron Age.) What do they notice happens in 450? Highlight the area of Scotland becoming more split. Also highlight that this was when we saw groups of Anglo-Saxons coming over to England to help the various groups of Britons fight off Pictish raids in the north. By the time they get to around 500, can they see the words ‘East Anglia’ and ‘Sussex’? These represent the Angles and the Saxons. As you move through the video, note Wessex, Middlesex and Essex which mean ‘West Saxons’, ‘Middle Saxons’, ‘East Saxons’ and ‘South Saxons’. What does this suggest? (Different groups of people rather than one unified group.)
As the video moves throughout the 500s and 600s, what do they notice about the control of the land and the boundaries? What does that suggest? Do they notice Mercia, Wessex and Deira becoming larger? What does that suggest? Highlight that the Anglo-Saxons had started taking control over huge parts of England but they were often fighting each other at the time (we will come onto the idea of kingdoms in the next lesson.) Keep the video playing and look at what we call Scotland at around the 840s. What do they notice? It’s now become one big group. Stop the video at around 865/866 as this is when the Vikings start taking control and we will visit this in the next unit.
Mini task

Complete the crib sheet looking at when the Anglo-Saxons and Scots settled in Britain.
Task
Children complete the questions about chronology of the Anglo-Saxons and Scots and comment on what was happening to control of the land during this time. They can use the answer cards to help them if they are stuck. These can be folded over so that the question is on the front and they unfold it to find the answer. These could be stuck onto a single piece of A4 per group/pair and encourage the children to check their answers AFTER they have recorded them or use them if they are stuck. Exemplar photo in resources.
SEND: Children make comments about the length time of time, how the Anglo-Saxons followed the Romans, the Vikings being concurrent with them and when the Anglo-Saxons ended in Britain.
Challenge: Children to make a comment about what they think the Anglo-Saxon relationship with the Vikings was like based on the fact that they overlap – do they think it was peaceful? What have they just learned about the Anglo-Saxons WITHOUT the Vikings?
Plenary

Take feed back about the timeline and the comments they have made. Refer back to the enquiry framework and how long the Anglo-Saxons existed in Britain compared to the Romans – does that make them more, less or just as significant?

	I can identify key elements of Anglo-Saxon and Scot chronology
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To identify the major Anglo-Saxon and Scot achievements 
	What happened as a result of Anglo-Saxon and Scot settlement?

Cause and effect

Starter 

Children to see if they can recall various historical periods from what they have learnt so far. In pairs, one faces the timeline, the other looks away. Children can then ask a series of questions such as: list the periods of British history in order that we’ve learnt; who came before/after (x); who was around at the same time as (x) etc. They can give themselves a point if they are correct. They then swap over and keep playing.
Main

Locate the lesson on the enquiry framework and highlight the key concepts. Explain that we are going to be thinking carefully about what the Anglo-Saxons and Scots managed to achieve and whether we think these were as significant as Roman achievements. 
Use the PowerPoint to look through the list of Anglo-Saxon achievements and compare them with the Roman alternatives. Especially important achievements to note are:

Creation of kingdoms

Adoption of Christianity

Development of ‘identity’

Mini task

Children record the achievements of the Anglo-Saxons and Scots on the crib sheet. This can be done during the input or afterwards.
Task
Children to fill in the grid (resources) about the various achievements and whether they think these were more, less or just as significant as Roman achievements in Britain.
SEND: Children to focus on just one or two Anglo-Saxon achievements and compare them with Roman achievements. Can they explain how they continued or changed? Can they say which they think was more advanced?
Challenge: Children to give a basic answer to the enquiry question starting with: ‘At this point, I think….’ They can then come back to this at the end of the unit and see if they still agree with it or not.
Plenary

Feed back on the achievements and whether they think the Anglo-Saxon or Roman achievements were more, less or just as significant. Head back to the enquiry framework and think about how this helps us respond to the enquiry question. Did they think this a few lessons ago? Has their view changed? Do they think that the Anglo-Saxons and Scots managed to ‘improve’ Britain in any way so far?

	I can compare achievements across different periods of history
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To identify the continuities and changes between Roman and Anglo-Saxon society and housing
	What continuities and changes were there from Roman to Anglo-Saxon society and housing?
Continuity and change

Starter 

Recap on Roman society and housing by playing True or False. Bring up a statement about Roman society or housing and children use their whiteboards to write down either True or False. Once you have been through the statements, have the children read out a statement that they can remember that is true or one that is false. If it is false, can they say WHY it is false?
Main

Locate the lesson in the enquiry framework and recap on the question – what have our responses been like so far? Explain that we will now be looking at Anglo-Saxon society and housing and how that was similar to or different to Roman society and housing. 
Highlight the learning about the creation of kingdoms and the variety of rulers that ruled over the various kingdoms. These were essentially ‘mini-empires’ – how is that different to Britain under the Roman Empire? Identify that the Roman Empire helped people to become rich and enjoy a variety of different goods like foods, materials and possessions like jewellery, pottery or weapons etc through the empire. After the Romans left, these trade links largely disappeared and most people went back into the countryside to become farmers, living a farmer-warrior lifestyle (farming took the majority of the time and they would fight when needed – this will be revisited in the next unit when Alfred the Great introduces new systems to create a standing army). Essentially, most people went back to a life of hard work and providing for themselves rather than trading in towns and cities. Therefore, communities were usually much smaller and the overall population of the islands decreased significantly!
However, one area that saw a boost was that Anglo-Saxon women had many more rights than Roman women. Anglo-Saxon women could: own their own land; sell it without a man’s consent; defend herself in court; act as a witness for someone else’s truthfulness; marry who they wanted and divorce their husbands, but this was probably rare. If someone committed a crime against a women, they had the same rights as men, unlike Roman women who were not classed as ‘citizens of Rome’ and therefore were not always covered by the laws.
Mini task

Fill in the part of the crib sheet about Anglo-Saxon society and women.
Main

Continue by looking at Anglo-Saxon housing. Recap on how the Anglo-Saxons were confused by Roman buildings and highlight how the Anglo-Saxons were from places that were dense in woodlands, meaning that they were used to building with wood instead of stone. Note how they had thatched roofs and usually only had a single room which they might have kept animals in during the winter. Also note the lack of decoration inside compared to Roman houses. Keep asking the children to think about the continuities and changes.

Mini task

Fill in the part of the crib sheet about Anglo-Saxon housing.
Task
Children to either copy the labels or cut and stick them in (resources) and write around them – Roman ideas in red pen and Anglo-Saxon ideas in blue pen for each label.

Children to then stick in the pictures of the Roman and Anglo-Saxon houses and list the continuities and the changes between them. Children may need to think about some of the basics when it comes to continuities such as ‘both have roofs, walls and doorways’ or ‘both have places to sleep’. They can then expand further on the changes which are a bit more obvious – ‘Roman roofs used tiles, Anglo-Saxons used thatch’; ‘Romans might have multiple rooms and floors, Anglo-Saxons only had 1 room and one floor’ etc.
SEND: Children can list a few simple changes between Roman and Anglo-Saxon houses using the pictures to help. They could also have a word bank or sentence stems to help them generate ideas.
Challenge: Children to question whether the trade-off of ‘independence’ without Roman control worth the smaller population and lack of external trade? Was it better to now be a hard-working farmer but women to have more rights?
Plenary

Children feed back on their continuities and changes and whether they think there was more of one than the other. Return to the enquiry framework and see what we think about the question now. Has this changed since last lesson?

	I can identify the major continuities and changes between Roman and Anglo-Saxon society and housing
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To identify the significant impacts of Christianity in Anglo-Saxon England
	How was Anglo-Saxon religion different from Roman religion?

Continuity and change/cause and effect

Starter 

Have children create a Venn diagram in pairs or groups, choosing between Roman, Egyptian and Greek religion. Have them write down what they can remember about them individually and which aspects were the same. Can they remember that were all polytheistic; built temples; converted to Christianity; Egyptians included animal figures and mummification; Romans named planets after their gods; Greeks had a woman in the most important role etc. Share diagrams and feedback about what they have remembered.

Main

Highlight how both Romans and Egyptians converted to Christianity (as well as Greeks) and that the Romans brought Christianity to Britain towards the end of their rule here. Did it survive? Explain that it didn’t take sufficient hold to become the dominant religion and so, when they left, most people reverted back to their pagan gods. The Anglo-Saxons had their own gods and goddesses which were similar to the Viking gods that a lot of us might know and we actually get nearly all of our days of the week from Anglo-Saxon gods or links to them:

Monday – moon day; Tuesday – Tiw’s day; Wednesday – Woden’s day; Thursday – Thunor’s day; Friday – Frigg’s day; Saturday – Saturn’s day (Roman); Sunday – the day of the sun

Highlight that, like most other polytheistic people, they accepted Christianity when it reached Britain again around AD597 through St Augustine, who was sent by Pope Gregory. He managed to convert King Aethelbert of Kent and went on to convert around 10,000 people after that. This then spread throughout the kingdom and slowly to other kingdoms before most of the entire island became Christian.

Mini task

Fill in the crib sheet about the change to and spread of Christianity

Task

Children use the ThingLink codes to research about the different elements that Christianity brought to England, using these to fill out the cause and effect grid (resources) and stick it into their books.
SEND: Children to choose 2-3 of the statements and match them up either verbally, by cutting and sticking or by drawing lines between them (resources)
Challenge: Children to discuss whether the churches and monasteries becoming rich and powerful was a positive thing or not. Should a religion hold so much power over people? Should it inform so much of daily life for the vast majority of people? Were they necessary to help support communities? Do they still support communities now?

Plenary

Children feed back on their research and state the causes and effects for each statement. Do they think that things in England improved as a result of the conversion to Christianity? Did religion have more of a significant impact on improving life than in during Roman Britain?

	I can identify the impacts of Christianity in Anglo-Saxon England
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Identifying sources of evidence and the correct forms of historical analysis
	What sources of evidence do we have about the Anglo-Saxons in England? 

Sources of evidence

Starter

Show children the Rosetta Stone. Why was this important? (Being able to understand the Greek writing and demotic Egyptian scripts unlocked the hieroglyphics, allowing us to understand Ancient Egyptian history) Now show them the Roman Rutland mosaic depicting the Iliad – what does this tell us about the Romans and their links with the Greeks? (Romans knew about and revered Greek texts and stories and transported that knowledge across the empire to places like Britain) Highlight how both of these examples are primary sources and help us understand more about each group of people.

Main

Start by asking what the children think a ‘Dark Age’ is? Highlight that it is a period of history that we don’t know much about, or certainly less. Link back to the how the Greeks had a Dark Age when the Mycenae fell apart and people dispersed to different parts of Greece, essentially helping to form the various city-states. Highlight that, after the Romans left Britain, very little high-quality pottery, metalwork or goods have been found between the Romans leaving and the established settlement of the Anglo-Saxons. What does that suggest?

Explain that much of Anglo-Saxon and Viking Britain is classed as the ‘Dark Ages of Britain’ because we don’t have lots of written evidence about it, and what we do have, is generally either inaccurate, biased or has to be taken lightly due to the nature of the people writing them. Link back to the previous lesson about Christianity and how the churches and monasteries helped improve reading and writing. Although this might have generally been a good thing, what potential problems might we have? Ask them to think back to Boudicca and how we know about her? (Writing from the Romans who painted a depiction of her almost as a goddess because it was less embarrassing to lose to her). So who was doing the majority of the writing in Anglo-Saxon Britain? Monks and Christians. Why might this be a problem? Highlight how lots of the writing we have has a very religious angle to it which means that we have to be careful about how truthful it is and how well it represents other points of view. For instance, because Christians didn’t like Anglo-Saxon paganism, they would very rarely mention it, or if they did, would vilify it.

However, there are a number of texts that came from Christian writers that have been incredibly useful, such as the histories from Bede, writings from Gildas, the Lindisfarne Gospels and the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle. Each of these, less with Bede’s work but he was still a monk, have religious elements to them, but they still help us understand the history of the Anglo-Saxons better. Highlight how some of these were primary sources, but people like Gildas wrote several hundreds of years AFTER the events that took place, making them interpretive sources. Show examples of the Lindisfarne Gospels and how the beautiful art style developed in Britain and has become famous all around the world. When people see art like this, they immediately think of the Anglo-Saxons. This was an achievement, that England and the Anglo-Saxons developed their OWN art style rather than using someone else’s.
Load up the Sutton Hoo 3D scene and take a look at the Sutton Hoo site. What do they think is buried under the mound? Look at the warrior and note how lots of Anglo-Saxons were buried with grave goods, just like the Egyptians, and so we can find out lots about them from their graves. Look at the helmet and ask what it suggests about this person. Highlight the ornate elements and that the finest craftsmen would have been needed to produce something like this – this suggests that Anglo-Saxons were talented. Note that the actual findings are primary sources but the 3D scene is an interpretive source made by Mozaik specifically to help us understand the past better.

Link this with the Saxon Princess at Kirkleathem Museum. Highlight how she was found near Redcar, buried with some amazing pieces of jewellery such as pendants, brooches and beads. The quality of these items suggests that she was royalty, or at least very important, which tells us that women in Anglo-Saxon society could hold various degrees of power, although there is only one mention of any Anglo-Saxon queen in charge of a kingdom, Aethelflaed of Mercia. Highlight that these are primary sources.

Mini task

Fill in the crib sheet about sources of evidence

Task

This can be done in several ways. Children could have all of the examples individual and stick in the different sources of evidence, stating whether it’s primary or interpretive, what it tells us about the Anglo-Saxons and what we might need to consider with it. Or they could work in pairs/groups on large sheets of paper and take photos of them working.
Example – picture of Lindisfarne Gospels – ‘Primary source: some Anglo-Saxons could write, mostly people belonging to the church; beautiful artwork shows they were talented; have to be careful about how they write and what they say as they might not talk about another religion or talk negatively about it’

SEND: Children to stick in the pictures of the different sources and state whether they are primary or interpretive sources. Can they state WHY it is a primary or an interpretive source?
Challenge: Children to suggest which pieces of evidence might be the most useful to find out about Anglo-Saxon life or a particular strand or theme of Anglo-Saxon life. Is it more useful to find a pot or some writing? Why might coins be useful? Is one piece of evidence ALWAYS more useful than others?

Plenary

Recap on the different sources and review answers. Did they manage to identify the source as primary or interpretive correctly? What interpretations did they have? Were they all the same interpretations?

Show the enquiry framework and ask how today’s learning has helped respond to our overall enquiry – what has the evidence that we’ve looked at today told us about the Anglo-Saxons and their abilities WITHOUT the Romans?


	I can identify sources of evidence and analyse them carefully
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Assessment
	Did Britain benefit from the settlement of the Anglo-Saxons and Scots more than the Romans?
Use the crib sheet to review the impacts of the Romans and the Anglo-Saxons and Scots on Britain. Keep referring back to the enquiry question and what the children’s thoughts are about it – what is their evidence? Did Britain benefit from one over the other in EVERYTHING? Or was it a mixture of both?

Children first complete the quiz-questions to establish the core learning that has taken place and can then be given additional time to respond to the enquiry question using the sentence stems and crib sheets to help them. Children should ideally allude to:

Britain changing quite drastically from Roman control to Anglo-Saxon control

Britain saw a decline in certain parts of life

Britain became both more and less unified through the Anglo-Saxons
Britain started developing its own identity and culture
Christianity played a vital role in changing daily life in Britain

Various sources of evidence suggest the Anglo-Saxons as being skilled craftsmen
SEND: Children can respond verbally or through dictation or can use the scaffold sheet (resources) to help them write their response.
	I can respond to historically-driven questions using evidence


