Theme: The Ancient Greeks       




Intended Year Group: Y5
	Lesson Objectives
	Activities including differentiation
	AfL

I can statements

	
	Enquiry Question/Statement: Ancient Greek achievements are overrated and the Greeks were no different to other people. Agree or disagree?
	

	1

Identifying the chronological context of the Ancient Greeks
	When did the Greeks exist and what is their story? – Chronological understanding
Chronology 
Starter 
Look at the enquiry framework with the class. Highlight the statement about Greek achievements being overrated and them being the same as everybody else. Explain that we will be responding to this statement as the assessment at the end of our topic. Next, show the children the crib sheet and have them stick it into the front cover of their curriculum books so that it is easy to find as they will be coming back to this every lesson.
Main

Ask the children which time periods they have looked at already – (Stone, Bronze and Iron Ages, Romans and early civilisations including Egyptians)

Ask children to recap on some of the things that have impacted on us from some of those British periods of history and how long ago they were (Stone to Iron Ages – fire, food, tools, weapons, basic houses etc.; Romans – towns, roads, money, housing, aqueducts etc,)

Look at the timeline (L1 - Resources) and note the position of the Greeks in relation to the Egyptians and Romans. Note that the Greeks definitely weren’t the first people to exist which means that they may have known about the Egyptians and the Romans. Explain that our timeline for the Greeks starts around 1200 BC as this was when people from the islands of Greece started moving to the mainland and setting up the big cities that most people know today. Highlight that people on the Greek islands had been living there for some time before this though and had been building amazing structures. Show the picture of the Palace of Knossos from around 2000 BC. Show the picture of the British Bronze Age roundhouse and explain that these two were built at similar times – what does this tell us about the Greeks and their abilities?

(If you have time or want to visit it at another time, look at the 3D scene of Knossos here:

https://www.mozaweb.com/Extra-3D_scenes-Knossos_Palace_2nd_millenium_BC-45088)

Explain that we know that the early Greeks were trading with lots of people all around the Mediterranean due to a shipwreck from around 1400BC at a place called Uluburun which had items from at least 6 different places including Italy, Cyprus and Egypt – a scarab beetle decoration was found with the word ‘Nefertiti’ inscribed on it, one of the first female pharaohs!  https://sketchfab.com/3d-models/uluburun-shipwreck-kw-772-scarab-seal-6f647dd7f58a4629ac171f247332682e
What does that tell us about the early Greeks and their relationships?
Look at the picture of trade in Ancient Greece to explore Greek colonies, highlighting Italy, Spain, Africa (Libya) and even Marseille in France, taking grape vines with them to make wine, which is still grown there today! Ask the children what they think this means about the Greeks – if the children went somewhere else, would they take the knowledge of Stockton and English customs and traditions with them? Explain that we get the word ‘metropolis’ from the Greeks – this means ‘mother city’. Greek colonists would go to new places and try to replicate their ‘polis’ (home city) somewhere else, meaning that language, architecture, art etc. all spread throughout different parts of Europe, Asia and even Africa.
Finally, move onto the map of Alexander the Great’s empire to show how the Greeks managed to create an empire that spanned several countries. Can they spot any that they know of? Which other people have they studied that created an empire? What does an empire do?
Mini task

Complete the Crib Sheet for L1. This can be done as you are working through each part of the lesson or done altogether after the input.

Task
Children to be given the COMPLETED timeline (L1 – Resources) to save time on cutting and sticking. They then make a series of observations about the Ancient Greeks from the timeline, answering the questions from the question sheet (L1 – Resources)
SEND: Children to have a partially-completed sheet to help them using sentence stems.
Challenge: Children to state whether they think the spread of the Greeks over time had any sort of impact on the people that became a part of their empire or not and to what extent
Plenary

Go over the answers for the timeline, noting how Greece was a part of history, connected to other groups of people before and after it. What have they noticed? How is this similar or different to the Romans?

	I can place Ancient Greece into a coherent chronological context
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To identify the similarities and differences between the Greek city-states
To identify the relationships of Ancient Greece


	Were all of the Greeks the same or different? How and why?
Continuity and change, cause and effect, significance and interpretation
Starter

Recap on the enquiry statement and look at where today’s lesson fits into answering the statement – looking at whether they were the same or not
Give me 5 – chn have 1min to write down on a whiteboard 5 things that they learnt about the Ancient Greeks last week – when they existed, concurrent civilisations, trading, Palace of Knossos, Alexander the Great etc.

Main
Ask the class what Britain is made up – England, Scotland and Wales. Are all of these people EXACTLY the same? Do we all speak the same language? Do we all have the same traditions? Do we all like each other? Are there any rivalries between us? Explain that there is usually rivalry in sports like football between the countries and that we haven’t always gotten along with each other as there have been several wars between England and Scotland and England and Wales.
Explain that this is exactly the same in Ancient Greece. Ancient Greece wasn’t just one single country where everybody was the same. After the fall of the Mycenae, lots of different cities started to grow from around 800BC onwards. These were known as ‘city-states’ and they were essentially mini-countries that ran themselves however they pleased. They might have shared some similarities but there were huge differences. These were called a ‘polis’. The main poleis were Athens, Sparta, Corinth, Thebes and Delphi.
Go through some of the similarities and differences with the class. Athens and Sparta were the two most important city-states generally through trade and war. 

One of the ONLY times that the city-states actually came together was when the Persians tried to invade Greece. The Greeks as a whole didn’t like the Persians and thought of them as lesser people. When the Persians invaded Greece, many of the city-states sent soldiers to fight as one big army. 

Mini task

Fill in the crib sheet about whether the Greeks were all the same or not.

Task

Children to use the City-state information sheet (L2 – Resources) to help them understand the similarities and differences between the major city-states. In pairs or as a table, they need to decide where each person should go to or belongs to depending on the information given. There is a mixture of simple clues and more inference-based ones. Children should either cut out the cards and place them in piles under headings of each city-state or simply write under the pictures of each person where they should go.

SEND: Children to work with a partner to support or to choose just a few cards. Children could also verbalise or record how the Greek city-states were different and that they weren’t unified.

Challenge: Can pairs/groups begin to see any similarities or differences between the city-states? What do they think the relationships between each city-state was like? What do they think was the driving factor behind these fractured relationships? Was this similar or different to Roman Britain with the Celts?
Once finished, go through the answers and have the children list the evidence for their decision. What do they think about each of these city-states? Which one would they prefer to live in and why? What does this tell us about Ancient Greece?

Plenary

Ask the children to share their thoughts on how Ancient Greece was made up. Do they spot any patterns or relationships? What about the geography of Greece? Was power the big factor in them being different, that they didn’t like seeing each other becoming more powerful? How does this help us respond to the enquiry statement?

	I can identify the similarities and differences of Greek city-states
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To identify the major Greek achievements 
	What did they achieve?
Cause and effect, significance and interpretation

Starter

Play Sometimes, Always, Never – read out a list of statements about the Ancient Greeks and children write down on a whiteboard either Sometimes, Always or Never:
1. Women were allowed to watch the Olympics – Never

2. The city-states would fight against each other – Sometimes

3. The Oracle at Delphi was a safe place for all Greeks – Always

4. All Spartan men trained to be warriors – Always

5. The Ancient Greeks travelled to South America – Never

6. The Oracle at Delphi was a woman – Always
7. The Ancient Greeks joined together to fight the Persians – Sometimes (They usually did, but Thebes allied with Persia at one point)

Main

Ask the chn what they think might have started in Ancient Greece based on what they know from the last lesson and what they know already. 
Use http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z9kmhv4 to show what some of the Greeks were able to achieve. Ask the chn to think about these questions when learning about each new part: 

· Why do we think each of these were important? 
· Do we still use these things today? 
· How have these achievements helped/hindered our world? 
· How would you have felt if you were there experiencing it for the first time?
Explain a few things about Greek inventions to help give them a deeper understanding in preparation for their task:
There are 7 Wonders of the Ancient World – all of them (except the Great Pyramid of Giza and the Hanging Gardens of Babylon) were built BY Greeks and ALL of them would have been a part of Alexander the Great’s empire at one point, which is incredible!
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hanging_Gardens_of_Babylon#/media/File:Ancient_seven_wonders_timeline.svg
The Olympics were held every four years as these were originally a religious festival to honour Zeus. They were held every four years as they would alternate between different festivals in different places each year, the Olympics being one of the four. Competitors from all over Greece could take part and even people from outside of Greece could, with different people from all over the Mediterranean coming to watch and take part – this means that people would go back to where they came from and spread the idea of the Olympics to wherever they lived. The Greeks also held a one-month truce where they would stop fighting to allow competitors to travel safely to and from the games. 
https://olympiacommongrounds.gr/explore
Philosophy – The Greeks were the first people to really start trying to make sense of the world around them and not attribute EVERYTHING to the gods and divination. It literally means ‘love of wisdom’ and these ideas spread and were built on over time throughout the world, but it was the Greeks who first took it seriously.

Medicine – Doctors like Hippocrates studied the body carefully and thought that the body needed balance between four different liquids – black bile, yellow bile, blood and phlegm. We know this is wrong but they started trying to make links between illnesses, real-world cause and cures that were beyond prayer

Democracy – explain that democracy is tricky in Greece because it wasn’t the same as it is in our country today. Democracy was invented in 508BC in Athens and it was pretty much only in Athens, nowhere else in Greece adopted it, so was it really that important? Other groups like the Phoenicians and Sumerians had been trialling it before the Greeks.
Buildings – Greek architecture is still used in important buildings today like in the Irish Houses of Parliament. They also influenced the Romans. Huge and impressive buildings like the Parthenon and temples all over Greece show how amazing they were as builders.
Mathematics – People like the Egyptians and Babylonians had developed mathematics for practical reasons for buildings, but the Greeks turned mathematics into a concept so as to be able to prove something, starting with an idea and then using mathematics and logic to prove that it was or wasn’t true. They also developed lots of ideas around geometry and shape.
Science – The Greeks were pretty much the first real scientists. They studied people, animals and plants to gain a better understanding of them, rather than believing everything was to down to the will of the gods. They were some of the first botanists, dividing plants into different categories. They were some of the most accurate astronomers (not the first) but one of the first to hypothesise the heliocentric system and Euclid was the first to suggest that light travelled in straight lines.

Task

Children have 9 achievements by the Greeks and must place these into the diamond shape. They have already done this numerous times in Y3 and Y4 so they should be confident with doing it. They need to place the  achievement that they think had the MOST impact on today at the top, then a row of 2, 3, 2 then 1 as having the least impact on today. This will be revisited in the next lesson on how much impact the Greeks had on the Western World, noting that the Greeks didn’t invent EVERYTHING, but took a lot of ideas from other places and advanced them, just like the Romans did with a lot of Greek ideas.

SEND: Children to make their diamond, simply stating which they think had the most and least impact or which ones they think are most important today

Challenge: Children should think about which of these achievements might have had the most or least impact on Greek women given their lower status in Ancient Greece beyond religion – how does their diamond look now? Why might certain things change but not others?
Plenary

Children share their pyramids with the class and justify why they have made their choices. Play devil’s advocate and suggest other choices that could have made the list. Use evidence to back up your arguments to encourage children to do the same. Revisit the enquiry framework and ask whether they think the achievements of the Greeks were impressive or overrated? 

	I can rank important events from history and justify my reasons
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To identify the impact of the Greeks on the western world

To identify other civilisations as having an impact on the western world
	How much impact did the Greeks have on the western world?
Significance and interpretation, cause and effect; continuity and change
Starter

Word association – have a series of words on the screen and the children have to write down words that they think link to that word.
Ask the children for their answers and responses. What do the class notice about the responses? Most are likely to be some sort of achievement or lasting legacy from each period, or something that holds significance in some way. Highlight how this is interesting as it was what lots of people will often remember different parts of history for.

Main

Look at the enquiry framework and how today’s lesson fits in with the statement – we’re going to be looking at how influential the Greeks actually were on Western civilisations using our learning from the previous lesson. Show the class an extract by Roman historian Justinus from the 3rdC.
What do they think that this means about the Greek influence on the Gauls (living in France and Germany)? Highlight the language suggesting that the Greeks were much more civilised and introduced a number of different things such as laws, farming, town defences, growing vines (which we know they took with them) and planting olives (the main crop in Greece). The final part is interesting, suggesting that some Gallic settlements became mini-versions of Greece.

Explain that we are now going to be looking at the diamond that we created last time and looking at the language used within the boxes to see just how influential the Greeks were and whether the statement about the Gauls has any truth to it.  Ask the children to look for key words such as ‘the first’ – how many boxes have this in them? Get the children to make a note of ‘firsts’ – Entertainment (plays and theatres), Philosophy, Democracy, Coins, Learning, Machines and History. 

Now ask them to look at which ones talk about ‘developed’ or ‘improved’ – alphabet, mathematics, medicine, science – if they ‘developed’ on ‘improved’ something, what does that mean? To develop or improve means to take an idea already established and work on it. Ensure that the children are aware that the Greeks didn’t just invent everything and that they understand that different people came before them. Look at the timeline and establish which civilisations existed before the Greeks.
Talk through the Phoenicians and Egyptians and the things that they had been doing BEFORE the Greeks for the children to understand that the Greeks weren’t the first to do EVERYTHING.
Explain that we now have to start thinking like historians – what do they think is more significant? Being the FIRST to create something, or developing something to make it BETTER? Now explore how the Greeks, whether they were the first to invent something or developed something, impacted the Western world. Finally, look at how the Romans were impressed by lots of the Greeks and that, because some Greeks colonised parts of Italy, the Romans didn’t have to go far to encounter them. So if the Greeks had a huge influence over the Romans, and the Romans spread throughout Europe, does that mean that most of the credit should go to the Greeks for making the Romans ‘better’ like in the extract at the beginning with the Gauls?
Task
Children to debate on their tables whether they would rather be the first to invent or use something or whether they would prefer to advance and develop something so that it was better.

In their curriculum books, they should split their page into two – ‘Being the first’ and ‘Making things better’. Children to then write a balanced argument for both sides, stating the positives of being the first and the negatives, and the same for ‘Making things better’.
Children then finish off by answering the question: Did the Greeks have that much impact on the Western world? ‘Yes, they invented many new things such as coins as currency, history, the Olympics, theatres and plays, plus they also made many existing ideas much better such as science, maths, medicine and the alphabet, all of which we still use today.’
SEND: Children to identify a few key things that the Greeks invented as a first and some that they developed from the previous lesson and record those.

Challenge: Children to think about whether it was better to ‘create’ the idea or to spread it like the Romans did – if you don’t have an idea, you can’t spread it; there’s no point in having an idea if no one else knows about it! Can they think back to the Romans in Britain and how some of their ideas changed Britain in a positive way?

Plenary

Children read out their final paragraph and ask who agrees or disagrees and why. Is there a consensus about Greek impact? Come back to the enquiry framework and look at how this learning helps us to respond to the statement.


	I can identify the impact of the Greeks on the western world
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To identify Alexander the Great’s role in spreading Greek culture
	How important was Alexander the Great’s empire?
Significance and interpretation; cause and effect; continuity and change
Starter

Ask the children to write down the 5 major city-states that they looked at a few lessons ago (Sparta, Corinth, Athens, Thebes and Delphi)

Now ask them to create a Top 3 list about each place – what are the top 3 things that they can remember about each city-state? This can be done individually or in pairs.

Share lists and see if there are extras that people missed off.

Main

Recap on the enquiry framework about the Greek achievements and last lesson’s work around their impact. Can the children remember how lots of Greek ideas spread? (Trading, colonies, exploration, war etc.) Explain that we are now going to be looking at one of the most significant people in all of ancient history – Alexander the Great. Does anybody know WHY he was labelled ‘the Great’? Have they heard of anyone else labelled that and why were they labelled that? (Alfred the Great for defeating the Vikings in Britain)

Look at the 3D scene to show the typical Greek and Macedonian formations (phalanx) and note how much longer the Macedonian spears were:

https://www.mozaweb.com/Extra-3D_scenes-Greek_and_Macedonian_phalanx_formation-148084
Quickly talk through Alexander’s empire and use the map to show the extent of it, explaining how he conquered Egypt and became ‘a god’ in the process, mixing Egyptian and Greek religion together.

Watch the video about Alexandria

https://www.mozaweb.com/en/Extra-Videos-Hellenistic_period_Alexandria-272164
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvWncVbXfJ0 – alternate free video explaining Alexandria)
Go on to explain a little bit about Alexandria and its library and introduce the task.
Task

In pairs, children will go on a QR code hunt (QR codes in Resources) with the supporting sheet (Resources) to record information about what made Alexandria so significant, who went there, what was developed there and its influence. The main aim is for the children to see that without Alexander’s empire, the city might not have existed, and therefore the learning that took place there might not have happened.
SEND: Children to work in pairs with someone who can support or children can record a few key inventions from Alexandria from the 3rd QR code.

Challenge: Children to think about whether, just like they did with the Greeks, Phoenicians and Egyptians, whether it should be Alexander, Alexandria, the Greeks or the Romans who should take the credit for the spread of these ideas?
Plenary

Children share their thoughts on how much of an impact Alexandria and Alexander had on the western world.  Go back to the enquiry statement and ask if they think Alexander’s achievements are overrated, or were they quite impressive? Were they the same as other people that they’ve learnt about? (Rome’s empire was smaller than Alexander’s)


	I can identify the significance of Alexander the Great’s empire
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To identify similarities and differences between Greek and Roman cultures
	What was Greek culture like?

Significance and interpretation; continuity and change; cause and effect
Starter
Play 1-minute challenges using iPads for timers – load it on one iPad and then send it to all of the iPads using AirDrop. Children need to have iPads open and Accept website. Tap the timers to change them both to 1-minute.

https://www.online-stopwatch.com/chess-clock/
Children to choose one of the cards and ask their partner a question. If they are correct, they stop their clock and the other person has to answer a question, a bit like speed chess. Can they get all 8 of their questions answered in 1-minute? Who answered the most correctly?

Main
Explain that we are going to be learning our final parts of Ancient Greek culture and their daily lives to see if they were the same as other people before we finish off our topic with a Greek debate! 
Quickly recap on Roman culture – 

· society (men dominant, women few rights, laws as a citizen)
· beliefs (started as polytheistic, assimilated gods from new cultures if they thought they were useful, converted to Christianity)

· housing style (villas, underfloor heating, multiple levels, roof tiles)
· entertainment (gladiator fights, board games, chariot races, theatres)

Ask if they recognise any of those things from their study of the Greeks so far – they should recognise women having few rights through education, men being dominant, polytheism and theatres

Explain that we will quickly look at each of these four elements for the Greeks, starting with society:

Greek society was different depending on the city-state you belonged to, but it was all dominated by men, in whichever city-state. Men were kings and leaders and women had virtually no rights – they couldn’t vote, received no formal education unless they were rich and could pay for it and were expected to bring up the children and look after the house. They legally had to have a guardian, a man, such as a husband, a brother, uncle, father etc. Women in Sparta were respected more because they were the ones who would breed future warriors, so they were expected to be fit and healthy and help train their sons. The only place that women held dominance across all of Greece was in religion. Does any of this sound familiar with the Romans?
Beliefs – The Greeks were polytheistic, meaning that they believed in lots of different gods. The different gods were worshipped in ‘cults’ – certain gods would be favoured in certain areas, with some of them being more central such as Zeus, Athena or Apollo.  Olympian gods – Zeus (king of the gods); Hera (Zeus’ wife and the goddess of women and childbirth); Hades (god of the underworld); Hestia (goddess of the hearth and fire); Poseidon (god of the sea); Aphrodite (goddess of love and beauty); Apollo (god of truth, poetry, arts and archery); Artemis (goddess of hunting); Ares (god of war); Hephaestus (master blacksmith and craftsmen of the gods); Hermes (messenger god); Pallas Athena (goddess of wisdom).

The oracles were important women who would ‘make contact’ with the gods and provide visions and prophecies of the future. The oracle at Delphi was incredibly important and we know this because the majority of city-states gave a tribute towards Delphi each year. They converted to a version of Christianity from around AD380 as they were a part of the Roman Empire which made Christianity the official religion of the empire. Are there any similarities with the Romans?
Housing – the Greeks typically made houses out of stone, wood or mud brick (like the Egyptians) and centred around a courtyard where women might cook, animals be kept and religious shrines built. Most would have multiple rooms and some might have multiple stories. Greek houses often had rooms for men and women, spaces for men to host parties where women typically wouldn’t go into. Most Greek houses wouldn’t have toilets but historians have found possibly the FIRST ever flushing toilet at the Palace of Knossos that the Minoans built around 2000BC! Most people would go to public toilets or throw their waste into the street. Does any of that sound familiar with the Romans?
Entertainment – the Greeks were the first people to write plays and perform in theatres, something that the Romans enjoyed and copied. Theatres varied in size but many could hold a few thousand. Women were written into plays but only men could act in them, so men would take on the roles of women. Masks were worn to show emotions and there were 3 types of plays – comedies, tragedies and satires, the first two being the most popular. The Greeks loved music and it was an important part of their everyday culture. The Greeks also invented the Olympics, but again, this was only for men. It developed over time to include different sports and was on a four-year cycle with three other different games being held in different places, honouring different gods. The Olympics weren’t JUST for the Greeks though, as lots of Romans would and other people would enter competitions too. The Olympics was stopped in AD394 when the Romans ended all religious festivals to gods who were not Christian. It didn’t restart until 1896 and has carried on ever since.  There MAY have been gladiatorial fights in Greece once it came under Roman rule as The House of the Gladiators existed in Cyprus with Greek writing above gladiators names on mosaics, but gladiators were not a Greek thing before Roman rule. How was some of this similar or different to Roman entertainment?
Task
Children split their page into four parts and label them society, entertainment, housing and beliefs. Using the information sheet, they make notes about what each part of daily life was like and how it was similar or different to the Romans (also encourage the children to note how either civilisation influenced the other)
Ext: children to think about how similar or different each aspect is in daily life today compared to Ancient Greece – is society today as male-dominated as it was in Greece? Do they think that Greek houses have working toilets today and places where only men and women can go? Do they think that religion plays as important a role in everyday life now as it did back then? What kinds of entertainment do we have now and how important is it to us today?
Plenary

Children share their thoughts on the culture of the Greeks and how they influenced or were influenced by other people and how similar or different they were to the Romans. Look back at the enquiry statement and equate this learning with responding to the statement. 

	I can identify key cultural elements of Ancient Greece
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Assessment
	Recap on some of the things that we’ve learnt about the Ancient Greeks – their achievements, ways of life, beliefs etc. Ask the chn whether they think the Greeks were a really important group of people and discuss why.

Share the statement for their assessment:

Ancient Greek achievements are overrated and the Greeks were no different to other people.

Ask how they feel about this statement. Do they agree or disagree with it? Explain that we are going to be holding a debate, just like they might have done in Athens, to voice our opinions about it. Explain that historians have to collect their evidence before they debate so that they are well-prepared and can answer with facts rather than just ‘what-if’ questions or answers that have no real value in a debate.

Split the children into the different sides, those who agree and those who disagree so that they can work together. Explain that the point of a debate is to CONVINCE people to change their minds and join your side and that they should ALL be open to listening to each other’s arguments, not just sticking with their original decision.

Give the children the information sheets and let them consult their crib sheets too. Give children highlighters to mark down any important points that they might want to raise in the debate. Encourage them to come up with their own evidence as well from lessons and other facts that they know.

When ready, move through the PowerPoint to guide children into the various elements of the debate to help give it more structure and to keep the debate focused. Encourage them to engage with proper debating decorum by listening to each other and taking turns to speak, using their evidence and keeping responses relevant to the points made. Time will be given at the end of each part to add in extra elements if they haven’t been covered already.

Once all of the main areas of the debate have been covered, ask how they felt about being able to discuss their ideas openly with each other. What did they notice about certain points that were being made? Did anyone change their minds? What caused them to change or stick with their original idea? Highlight that this kind of thing was only really possible in Athens, as other city-states were ruled by kings who would have the final say on everything. How does that make them feel?

	I can respond to historically-based questions using reasoning


