Theme: The Anglo-Saxon and Viking struggle for the kingdom of England            



Intended Year group: Y5

	Lesson Objectives
	Activities including differentiation
	I can statements

	
	Enquiry Question: Did the Anglo-Saxon and Viking struggle for the Kingdom of England lead to anything positive?

	

	L1
To identify the ‘struggles’ of different groups throughout history
	What does the word ‘struggle’ mean and did other people ‘struggle’?

Constructing the past

Starter
Recap on prior learning by asking the children what ‘benefit’ actually means and what examples they can give from any previously studied units. Show the slide with examples to give them ideas – Stone Age to Iron Age (invention of farming; discovery of fire; fortification in hillforts etc.); Roman Britain (language; trade; towns; roads etc.); Egyptians (Nile flooding; access to gold; unification etc.); Greeks (empire under Alexander, democracy, philosophy etc.) Also show the children the Knowledge Reminders that will help them in each lesson.
Main
Introduce the enquiry question and framework. Identify the question and highlight the word ‘struggle’. Having thought about how people have benefited from certain achievements in history, explain that we will now be focusing on how different groups have struggled throughout history and the challenges that they have faced. This will help us to understand how and why the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings struggled for the control of England.
Ask the class to think about the kinds of struggles we face today – Food? Money? Transport? Technology? Conflict? Which of these things do we constantly struggle with and which things are more intermittent?

Give each table/group a period of history that they have studied previously and ask them to think of 2 or 3 struggles that those people may have faced within a few minutes. They can record these on whiteboards or large sheets of paper with a picture in the middle to help if necessary. Take feedback from each group and ask them if they can spot any similarities, differences or overlaps.

Task

Children stick in the knowledge reminder as well as the worksheet for this lesson (Resources). They then need to think about the struggles for each group of people and list them. They can work in pairs to make this easier if they are struggling to remember from previous units, but should be encouraged to use their Knowledge Reminders first and foremost. 

Challenge – If children have recorded between 3 and 5 struggles for each, they should start to think about highlighting any links (they could draw lines and label this with what links them together) – E.G. Romans and Anglo-Saxons fought for control of Britain; Greeks and Anglo-Saxons had different people in power; Stone Age and Egyptians depended on the environment around them etc.
SEND – Children can work with a partner or have a partially completed version of the worksheet to help them respond to the questions being posed about the struggles of each group.

Plenary
Feedback on some of the struggles that the children listed for each group and then come back to the Enquiry Framework. What do we now understand about the word ‘struggle’? Can we see that different people have had the same or different struggles throughout history? What do they think were some of the most significant struggles? Were these due to the environment or because of people?


	I can identify struggles throughout historical periods I have studied

	L2
To identify themes within chronology
	When did the Anglo-Saxon and Viking struggle for the Kingdom of England happen?

(Chronology)

Starter 
Ask the children to think back to the last lesson and the challenges that people faced. Print out the cards (Resources) so that there are enough for children to work in pairs/small groups. They then take it in turns to pick up a card, place it face down and see if someone else can name a struggle that they faced. They can keep scores on whiteboards for every successful answer and bonus points for making a connection with another group of people. Let them do this for a few minutes and encourage them to start over and name different struggles than previously listed. They could lose points for repeating a struggle.
Main

Look at the Enquiry Framework, recap on the question, locate the lesson and the disciplinary concepts for today (chronology and cause and effect)

Introduce the Vikings through the use of a picture – what do they already know about the Vikings? Address any misconceptions (horns on helmets; just savages; Thor and the Marvel movies etc.) Explain that the Vikings came to Britain in a similar fashion to the Anglo-Saxons – can they remember WHY and HOW the Anglo-Saxons came to Britain? (Started raiding during Roman Britain and then migrated once they had left) Show the map to see that the Vikings were not just a single group of people, but made up of lots of different groups and were often referred to as ‘Norsemen’ or ‘Danes’ as that was the major group that made up the Vikings.. Highlight the Vikings on the timeline (Resources) and how it overlaps with the Anglo-Saxons in Britain – why do they think this is? Highlight that they existed in Britain at the SAME time for around 200 years. Get them to think back to the enquiry question – what do they think this relationship was like then if they existed at the same time? What have we learnt about in the previous lesson?

Show the video, highlighting some of the key events that happened and make it explicit how control changed frequently throughout this time. The children do NOT need to remember all of these dates and events, but they DO need to understand that power changed frequently, that this was generally a constant time of conflict and that instability led to the downfall of both the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings to the Normans.
Task

Children stick in their Knowledge Reminders. Print out the sheets (Resources),and stick on a large piece of paper. In pairs/groups, the children then look through the list of dates and events, circling whether they think conflict and peace occurred for each one. They then write a short summary of what they think Britain looked like during this time:

‘The Anglo-Saxons fought against themselves before the Vikings came, but then when the Vikings came, they started fighting against THEM instead. This means that there was lots of conflict. We can see that there weren’t many times when there was peace and control of the country kept shifting between the Anglo-Saxons and the Vikings.’


Challenge – Children should think about the effects of the shift in control onto other areas – how did they think ordinary people’s lives would be affected? Would people go travelling far if they knew they might be attacked? Might their languages have changed? What about religion?

SEND – Children could be given 3 or 4 images showing how control changed from Anglo-Saxon to Viking and back again, make simple references to the fact that the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings were in conflict with each other for a long time and that power shifted between them. They can use the sentence stems (Resources) to help them with this.

Plenary
Children share what they have written. Have they identified where the conflicts occurred? Have they identified that power kept on shifting? Link back to the Enquiry Framework and how all of this conflict over time is linked to the ‘struggle’?

	I can identify key events in Anglo-Saxona dn Viking England

	L3
Identify the political and economic struggles of the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings


	What were the major political and economic struggles?
(Continuity and change)
Starter
Think back to the previous unit and what the Anglo-Saxons managed to achieve. Ask the children to note down/discuss some of the major achievements of the Anglo-Saxons – setting up of kingdoms, introduction of Christianity, impact of language, laws etc. This will help them see that the Anglo-Saxons had forged England into ‘their’ country, even though it was divided. Make sure that this is established so as to make the reason for their fight against the Vikings understandable.
Main 

Look at the Enquiry Framework, recap on the question, locate the lesson and the disciplinary concepts for today.
Recap on some of the events that the children can remember from the last lesson. What kinds of events do they think were significant? Explain that we are going to be spending the next two lessons looking at some of the different types of ‘struggles’ that the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings went through with each other. Explain what ‘political’ means – the idea of ruling and control. Have they seen any examples of power and control so far? Can they think of any ‘political’ examples from other units studied – Romans (Emperor, empire); Egyptians (pharaoh, unification); Greeks (city-states, democracy); Anglo-Saxons (kingdoms, kings). Highlight what ‘economic’ means – relating to money, trade and tax. Again, can they identify any ‘economic’ examples from prior units – Romans (trade, coins); Egyptians (trade, power); Greeks (coins, trade); Anglo-Saxons (raids, trade).

Talk through the various aspects of political and economic struggles that the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings went through on the PPT (Resources), highlighting the key aspects and the interplay between power and money.
Task

Children identify whether each event was largely political or economic struggle or both, explaining how some of the political and economic parts linked together – paying for armies needs lots of money but keeps you in power; paying the Vikings off needs lots of money but stops them attacking you etc.
Challenge – They then note how the political struggle ended both the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings.

SEND – Children could stick to the political aspects and think about who was in charge at each point, building on from the previous lesson. Can they see why this was a ‘struggle’?
Plenary
Ask the children to share what they saw as political and economic struggles. Can they relate these back to any prior learning? Link back to the enquiry question – how do they think these political and economic struggles affected the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings? What did these struggles ultimately lead to?

	I can identify key political and economic struggles in AS and V England

	L4
Identify the military and religious struggles of the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings


	What were the major military and religious struggles?

(Cause and effect)
Starter 

Quickly link back to the struggles of the previous lesson and recap which ones had significant impacts. Now have the children think about religious struggles people have had in the past. Children can pick groups of people that they know and can talk with a partner/group. Pictures could also be supplied to help remember:
Stone Age – digging and making large barrows to bury people
Bronze Age – digging less barrows; building large monuments like Stone Henge
Iron Age – lots of different gods; linked to nature and finding appropriate places
Romans – battled with Christianity until it was adopted officially; lots of gods

Egyptians – lots of gods; Akhenaten converted to monotheism; converted to Christianity

Greeks – lots of gods; stopped them from learning about the body

Anglo-Saxons – lots of gods; converted to Christianity

Discuss any similarities or differences – why would having lots of gods and goddesses be a problem? Do they think that EVERYONE converted to Christianity peacefully?

Main
Look at the Enquiry Framework, recap on the question, locate the lesson and the disciplinary concepts for today ()

Ask the children to close their eyes and think of a Viking – what do they typically see? Or, ask them to come up with ideas for you to draw what they think a ‘typical’ Viking looks like. Most likely, swords, axes, helmets and weapons will be common and the image of a warrior will be front and centre. Ask why they think this is? Explain that Vikings weren’t JUST fierce warriors, but that image is the one most people will come up with because of the legacy from history.

Highlight from the video that the Vikings started attacking Britain by ‘raiding’ – smash and grab attacks that caused chaos but they left. This then turned into ‘invasion’ where they would stay for longer periods but then go home, before turn into ‘settlement’ where they claimed the lands for themselves and raised families on it. Once they had settled, they would fight for their lands. This was the same for the Anglo-Saxons.
Talk through some of the Anglo-Saxon military developments from Alfred the Great: creating a standing army; building a network of defences called ‘burghs’ (where we get the word ‘borough’ from); creating a better navy. Do they think that all of these things would have been necessary without the Vikings attacking? Then show that the Anglo-Saxons pushed the Vikings back and took control of ALL of England. Would THIS have been possible without the Vikings? Highlight historian Kenneth W Harl’s claim that Britain would not be what it is today without the Viking invasion as it was only that that really united the Anglo-Saxons to create a single country.
Mini-task

Complete the section of the crib sheet about the military and religious struggles of the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings.

Main
Look at the Enquiry Framework, recap on the question, locate the lesson and the disciplinary concepts for today.
Ask the class if they can remember what happened to the Anglo-Saxons in Britain in terms of religion? Highlight how they were originally polytheistic and converted to Christianity. What do they think the Vikings were like? Explain that the Vikings were originally polytheistic too and then people like Alfred the Great started converting them into Christians. This was largely because the Anglo-Saxons saw a reflection of themselves in the Vikings – raiders who were pagans. The Anglo-Saxons then sought to convert the Vikings to make them ‘better’. Many Vikings still believed in both their own gods AND Christianity, but more and more of them converted over time. We know that the Vikings were excellent traders and explorers, but many Christian countries or groups would ONLY trade with other Christians, so this forced many Vikings to convert if they were to successfully trade across Europe.
Task 

Children work in pairs and pretend to be a Viking leader. They look on the map and then select the red dot. This can be done by sending the PowerPoint to iPads or done as a whole class on the interactive white board. Children read through the events of each place and decide what to do. Each event has a ‘correct’ answer that happened historically, but they need to record on the Supporting Sheet (Resources) about what happened and whether this was mainly militaristic, religious or both.
Challenge – Children can start to make links to the Roman/Greek armies and the struggles that they faced – Romans couldn’t conquer Britain; massive empires needed lots of soldiers; Greeks tended to fight in huge inflexible formations; Greek armies not united unless against Persia; Roman army made up of lots of different languages and cultures etc. They could also think about the Roman conversion to Christianity and whether that was a simple and peaceful process or took a long time and was violent.

SEND – Children to focus on the idea that the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings fought and this meant that the Anglo-Saxons had to join together to defeat the Vikings, leading to them controlling all of England. They could also think about how both the Anglo-Saxons and the Vikings converted to Christianity and how that is a similarity or difference.
Plenary
Ask children to explain what they have found. Do they think that the religious struggle played much of a part between the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings? Look at the enquiry question and see what they think about the different types of struggles so far – which one do they think played the biggest part? How are they connected? What did the Viking invasions ultimately lead to?


	I can identify key military and religious struggles in AS and V England

	L5
Identify the key features of Viking culture


	What was Viking culture like and how significant was it to the struggle with the Anglo-Saxons?

(Significance and interpretation)
Starter 

Recap on some of the key features of Anglo-Saxon culture from the prior unit – have some pictures (resources) out on tables on large sheets of paper for the children to do a Galloping Gallery-style task, annotating on the sheets and then moving around after a set amount of time. Can they add anything extra onto each sheet?
Main

Look at the enquiry question. We’ve looked at the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings as they struggled, but what about the Vikings and their cultures? Explain that we have come across some of this as we’ve gone along, but we’re going to spend some time looking at it in detail. 
Highlight that this session will be about researching using the iPads and ThingLink. Explain that, essentially, we want to see how similar and different the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings were culturally as they appear to be very similar. Show them the notes sheet (Resources) and highlight that they need to make notes about both the Anglo-Saxons AND the Vikings, making a judgement on how similar or different they were. Explain that they should also be thinking about whether the Viking culture played any part in the struggle between them and the Anglo-Saxons – was this a significant part of it? Were some parts of their culture significant? Were some MORE or LESS significant?
Task 

Children to work in pairs with iPads to investigate the ThingLink scenes about Viking culture, making notes about the similarities and differences between them and the Anglo-Saxons. 
Challenge – Children to make comparisons between the Vikings and the Greeks in terms of explorations, colonisation and their impact on the western world, specifically Britain – both Greeks and Vikings were renowned explorers and sailors; both colonised various parts of Europe; the Greeks gave us language and ideas about science and medicine etc and the Vikings helped expand the borders of Europe along with language and unification through the Anglo-Saxons


SEND – Children to use the partially-completed sheet (Resources) to help them or to focus on a single or limited number of aspects about Viking culture to research. They can make use of the speech function on ThingLink to help them understand the text. They could also be given pictures of houses etc. and make notes about them, describing what they can see and what they understand about them.
Plenary
Children feedback about each area of Viking culture – what did they find out? Did they miss any of the important elements? How similar or different were they to the Anglo-Saxons? Do they think this contributed to the struggle between them? Are there any parts of Viking culture that they weren’t aware of? Look at the enquiry question again and provide a response to it from today’s learning.

	I can identify key features of Viking culture

	L6
Identify the sources of evidence that we have for the Anglo-Saxons and Viking struggle


	What evidence do we have about the Anglo-Saxon and Viking struggle for the Kingdom of England?

(Sources and evidence)
Starter

Give children pictures of different sources about the Anglo-Saxons, relating to their prior unit (Resources). Print them and have them on large sheets of paper for them to make notes on. Give them the criteria for analysing these sources – primary/interpretive; what does it tell us about the Anglo-Saxons; why might this be a useful source?
After a short amount of time, children swap to another source. After a few turns, feedback on the different sources and expand on what they have mentioned or clarify any misconceptions.
Main

Look at the enquiry framework and highlight today’s lesson and key concepts around sources and evidence. Recap on the different sources and evidence that we looked at with the Anglo-Saxons and what they told us about them – did they REALLY live in a ‘dark age’? What major event helped historians and archaeologists understand what happened during this time? (Christianity due to writing and recording) 

Highlight that we are going to be examining a series of different sources about the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings and looking to see why these are useful to historians and their understanding of the past. Quickly talk through the Repton burial and highlight that it MIGHT show evidence of the struggle, but the Vikings could have also fought themselves if they argued with one another. Show children the packs that they will be investigating on their tables (print off the resources and put them in envelopes on their tables. These could be in pairs or small groups)
Show one of the sources of evidence and the History Detective grid that they will be using and talk through how they should interrogate each source, reading the piece of information/description and thinking about how historians might find these useful.

Task 

Children to work in pairs/groups to analyse and record each source of evidence, thinking about how historians would find each one useful in learning about the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings.
Challenge – Children to think about the other types of sources that they’ve come across with the Egyptians, Romans and Greeks – how are some of these similar or different? Why might there be similarities and differences? Did the Greeks go through a ‘Dark Age’? (Yes, from around 1200 BC – 800 BC) – did the Greeks and Anglo-Saxons/Vikings follow a similar path?

SEND – Children to work with a partner or to fill in a partially-completed sheet (Resources)

Plenary
Talk through the various sources and discuss what they have concluded about each one. Relate this back to the enquiry question and clarify any misconceptions or misunderstandings.


	I can identify issues with sources of evidence for the AS and V

	L7
Assessment
	Look at the enquiry question and recap on what they have learnt about so far. Take a look at the crib sheet, reminding children to use it, and then give the class a few minutes and either whiteboards or large pieces of paper to talk to each other and jot down any ideas. What do they think about the question? Do they all agree? Can they give any supporting evidence for their claim?
Task

Children to first complete the mini-quiz which should be stuck in books. This should take a maximum of 5-10mins.

Children to then write a response to the question. This could be done as a double-page spread with supporting pictures and separating the page by the different types of struggles.

SEND – Children could have sentence stems to help them and a selection of pictures to remind them of their prior learning.

Aim – Children should build on their assessment of the Anglo-Saxons and their debate about the Greeks by ensuring they use pieces of evidence from the prior lesson to help them. Showing an exemplar of this will help reinforce the idea that it is necessary and model how historians use evidence to make and justify a claim.
	


